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Red Hall and the Hildyards 

Winestead is a village on the main Hull to Withernsea road. In 1417 Isobel, the daughter of Sir Robert Hilton, married Sir 

Robert Hildyard and inherited the estate of Winestead. The Hildyards had patronage of the church through this marriage. 

The Hildyards, who were royalists, built the original medieval hall; it was situated on moated ground near the village 

church of St. Germain. The house was abandoned in 1579, after the only son of Sir Christopher Hildyard, William aged 7, 

tragically drowned in the moat. All that remains is the filled in moat that can be seen from the back of the church. There 

are many features in the church, which is lit by candlelight, relating to the Hildyard family including the tomb of Sir 

Christopher Hildyard, who died in 1602, showing how important the family was to Winestead. 

A new house was built to the north of the village in the 1720s.This was replaced and rebuilt by Sir Robert Hildyard, the 

2
nd

 baronet who died in 1729. Called Winestead Hall or the Red Hall, it is thought that the house was unfinished on his 

death, and that his nephew Sir Robert Hildyard the 3
rd

 baronet completed it.  

Legend has it that there was a 'Robin of Holderness' who was the leader of a band of outlaws in the War of the Roses 

(1455-1485) and led an uprising. There was also a ‘Robin of Redesdale’ about the same time who was an outlaw, it is 

not known in fact if this was the one and the same man, however in May 1483 a ‘Robin of Holderness’ was fully knighted 

at the coronation of Richard III. This ‘Robin of Holderness’ was thought to be Sir Robert Hildyard of Winestead Hall. 

The 3
rd

 baronet commissioned John Carr of York to build a stable block in1762; the baronet lived there for over half a 

century until his death. 

Various Hildyards continued to live in the Red Hall for many years and the last Hildyard to live there was Evelyn 

Hildyard. 

Winestead Hall, the original medieval hall, near St 

Germain’s church, and abandoned in 1579. (By 

permission of Nicholas Hildyard of Roos.) 

Drawing of the Red House, Winestead about 1720. 

(By permission of Nicholas Hildyard of Roos). 

The Red Hall, Winestead in the 1720s. It was rebuilt 

after that period. (By permission of Nicholas Hildyard 

of Roos) 
The Drawing Room of Red Hall, Winestead, taken 

from ‘Lost Houses of East Yorkshire’, Neave and 

Waterson, 1988. 

Anti Militia riots 

In the Seven Years War against the French (1756-1763) there were riots all over the country 

because of an act passed for the ‘better ordering of the militia forces’. This act, passed in 1757, 

ordered men between the ages of 18 and 50 years in England to leave their families and serve in the 

militia in the wars. The families involved relied on the men to provide for them and the men had no 

wish to protect the property of the rich, but lists had been compiled of all men who were to serve. It 

was this list that the rioters wanted to tear up and destroy. This caused consternation all over the 

country and riots ensued.  

On the 9th September 1757, 400 people marched to Winestead Hall and threatened to pull down the 

hall where Sir Robert Hildyard the grandson of ‘Robin of Holderness’ lived. 

The stable block at Winestead, the Red Hall was in front of this. 

Final years 

In the early twentieth century the hall was owned by the Reckitt family and in 1920 became 

the property of the Horsley family, timber merchants of Hull. It was then sold to Hull City 

Council who pulled it down in 1936 to make way for Winestead hospital, which has also now 

gone. The stable block still stands today and is all that is left of the Red Hall. 

St Germain’s church, Winestead, dates to the 12th century. The tomb of Sir Christopher Hildyard  in  St 

Germain’s church, Winestead, whose son was 

drowned in the nearby moat. Our thanks to Nicholas 

Hildyard of Roos for a tour of the church. 

It is easy to forget that the East Riding once had a much greater density of ‘big houses’ than exists today. The gradual decline of the 

aristocracy’s power and influence, as Britain transformed into a parliamentary democracy was one factor. Major events such as the two 

World Wars also had a significant impact on the ability of families to build or maintain these large properties. These, along with changes 

in taste/style, family tragedies and other factors led to the buildings discussed here being demolished or at least substantially altered. The 

houses (and often the families that built them) have long gone, but the fascinating stories of their creation, as well as their owners/ 

occupiers is covered here in this new exhibition created by the Skidby Windmill Volunteer Team. 



Welton HouseWelton House  
In the middle of the 18

th
 century James Shaw resided at Welton House. He was the Squire of Welton 

and although he had the place enlarged, the house was much smaller than it would become in later 

years. 

By 1772 two brothers, Joseph and Thomas Williamson, who were established in the district as 

landowners, began to invest their wealth in Welton and Melton. Joseph married the Squire’s 

daughter and became the owner of Welton House when James Shaw died. His brother Thomas 

would occupy the house as Joseph moved to Melton Hill leaving his brother to take over.  

At this time Welton House was in need of extensive repairs and Thomas set about rebuilding the 

house and improving the grounds. 

On Thomas’ death in 1809, Welton House became the property of Robert Raikes who had married 

Thomas’ only daughter Anne in 1789.  

The North Front of Welton House 

The Holderness Hunt meeting at Welton House in its glory days 

The gate pillars and curving walls are all that 

remains today of the former entrance to Welton 

House 

Old East Lodge at Welton House 

Robert Raikes ( 1765 – 1837) 

Robert Raikes of Welton House was originally from London but established a bank in Hull. He and 

his wife Anne had two sons, Thomas born in 1790, Robert born 1801 and two daughters, Martha 

who died in 1797 and Anna-Louisa.  

Robert became associated with the Broadleys through their partnership in the East Riding Bank. 

In 1818 he had a family mausoleum built in parkland to the north of Welton Dale. 

Before the proposed Hull to Selby railway line was opened in 1840, Robert objected to its planned 

route, which would cross his estate in front of his mansion. He said it would be a great eyesore and 

detract from the value of the estate. After negotiations Mr Raikes was eventually awarded the sum 

of £10,000 together with an undertaking that the station would be sited at Brough instead of Welton. 

Robert Raikes died on the 20
th
 August 1837, and when his wife Anne, died in 1848, Welton House 

was sold to Mr Henry Broadley. 

There is a unique memorial in Hull to Robert Raikes of Welton House. Prior to the 19
th
 century the 

tower of Holy Trinity Church is depicted as having no clock dials. The four which now face North, 

South, East and West were erected and paid for by Mr. Raikes during his connection with the Bank 

in High Street.  

The clock dials on Holy Trinity church, Hull 
The mausoleum that Robert Raikes had built at the 

north end of Welton Dale 

The Broadley Family  

The Broadley family of bankers, merchants and landowners once controlled thousands of acres in 

the East Riding.  

Henry Broadley bought Welton House from the Raikes and Williamson families in 1848. He was a 

Conservative M.P. from 1837 to 1851 and was first chairman of the Hull and Selby Railway 

Company from 1836 to 1843. Henry died in 1851 without having children so the property was 

passed to his sister Sophia Broadley. When she died in 1864, ownership of Welton House passed 

to the son of Henry’s third sister, William Henry Harrison who added the name Broadley to his own. 

William was Colonel of the Yorkshire Hussars and was Lord of the Manors of Elloughton, Brough, 

Newbald, Rowley, Little Weighton and Welton & Melton. The Colonel died in 1896 leaving the estate 

to his nephew, Henry Broadley Harrison-Broadley who was Conservative M.P. for Howdenshire. He 

also became a Colonel and inherited 14,877 acres of land, which brought in a rental of over 

£23,000 per annum. On the death of Henry in 1914, his son Captain John Harrison Broadley 

succeeded to the estate. 

The vast mansion at Welton remained a symbol of the prosperity of the Broadley family until it was 

left empty in1926. It fell into decay before being demolished in 1952. 

LEFT. Julia Henrietta Harrison

-Broadley, the daughter of 

Henry Broadley Harrison-

Broadley. She became Lady 

Jackson after marrying Sir 

Stanley Jackson, the 

Yorkshire cricketer who later 

became the Governor of 

Bengal in 1928. It was said a 

native girl student once tried to 

assassinate him but failed. 

Photo 1926.© National Portrait 

Gallery, London. 

RIGHT: Henry  Broadley 

Harrison-Broadley,1905. 
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The Gees of Bishop Burton 

In the Middle Ages a manor house and surrounding parkland at Bishop Burton belonged to the 

Archbishop of York. In 1542 it became Crown property. Thomas Crompton, auditor to Queen 

Elizabeth, purchased the estate from the Crown in 1591 and after his death it was sold to William 

Gee of Beverley in 1603, who had recently married Crompton’s daughter Mary. William was the son 

of William Gee who was a Hull merchant and benefactor of the Hull Grammar School.  

William had a hall built on the estate that became known as High Hall, and he became secretary of 

the Council of the North and Keeper of the Signet from 1604. He was also knighted in that year. 

His first marriage was to Thomasine, the daughter of Mathew Hutton, and they had one son and two 

daughters before Thomasine died aged 29 years in 1599. William’s second wife Mary Crompton was 

the daughter of one of the Queen’s auditors; they had six children, the eldest being John Gee who 

was born in 1603.  

Sir William Gee died in early 1612 aged 50 years; his wife was forced to buy the wardship of his 

eldest son for £750 to maintain some family control over the estates. 

The Gee family slowly accumulated debts and Roger Gee was the last member of the family to be 

the Lord of the manor of Bishop Burton. He died in 1778 burdened by over £40,000 of debt. The Hall 

was held in trusteeship for five years before being sold to Richard Watt of Liverpool. 

William Gee of High Hall, Bishop Burton 

Roger Gee of High Hall, Bishop Burton 

High Hall at Bishop Burton 

The main approach to High Hall and its parkland was from the 

York Road. The entrance lodge to the Hall, built in 1888, still 

survives and is a grade 2 listed building. Built of red brick and 

half-timbered, it was designed by W.H. Fletcher of London. It 

has two tall decorative chimneystacks, which were the same 

as those on the demolished High Hall.  

The Watt family of High Hall, Bishop Burton 

Richard Watt who was born in Liverpool bought the Bishop Burton estate along with the High Hall in 

1783. He had made a fortune in the West Indies as a sugar planter and ship owner and returned to 

England a very rich man. When his eldest son, Richard Watt II, married a house-maid his father was 

so exasperated that he took a dislike to the Hall and ordered its mantelpieces and door frames to be 

pulled down. 

When Richard Watt died in 1798 his great nephew Richard Watt III inherited Bishop Burton.  

Richard’s horses and harlequin jacket brought fame to the village when in 1813 his horse Altisidora 

won the St. Leger, also Barefoot won in 1823, Memnon in 1825 and Rockingham in 1833.  

‘Old Dick Watt’ died in 1855 and his grandson Richard Watt IV owned the estate for ten years. 

William Watt, Richard’s son succeeded to the estate and had the High Hall rebuilt in a neo-Tudor 

style. 

After William’s death his great nephew Ernest Richard Bradley Hall took over in 1886 and had the 

High Hall extended. A stable block and entrance lodge were built and some 200 acres of trees were 

also planted on the estate.      

Ernest R.B. Hall took the additional surname Watt on inheriting the estate and in 1891 he married 

Miss Julia Philadelphia Cayley. The villagers “held high holiday on the return of the bride and 

bridegroom with dancing indulged to the strains of the Militia Band, and a grand display of fireworks 

in front of the Hall brought the proceedings to a close.” 

Ernest R.B. Hall-Watt was High Sheriff in 1896 and owned 5,000 acres in and around Bishop 

Burton. He was an early motoring enthusiast and died in a car accident in France in 1908. His eldest 

son Richard was killed in action in 1917 and Alvery Digby Hall Watt inherited the estate. 

The ensuing economic depression caused it to be sold and Owen Stooks Hellyer the well-known 

businessman and trawler owner bought the Hall in 1930 and the estate in 1948. In 1951 the Hall, 

Home Farm and York Road Farm were sold to the East Riding County Council for use as an 

agricultural college.  The Victorian High Hall was thought unsuitable and was demolished, to be 

replaced by the now Bishop Burton College. 

The Victorian walled garden (left), which dates from the 

1890s, is one of the few remaining features of the original 

High Hall . 

Bishop Burton College in 2016 

Owen Stooks Hellyer who bought High Hall in 

1930. (www,myheritage.com)  

A plaque in All Saints church at Bishop Burton in memory  of Ernest Richard 

Bradley Hall-Watt who died on 4th July 1908 in a car accident in France. 

A War Graves cross at All Saints church, 

Bishop Burton in memory of 2nd lieutenant 

Richard Hall-Watt of the 1st Battalion 

Grenadier Guards. 

Heraldic hatchments (record of a family’s achievements) in All Saints church, 

Bishop Burton 



Londesborough HallLondesborough Hall  
Although early manor houses probably existed on the Londesborough estate it was not until the lands passed to the Clifford family in 1469 that any major property was built. In 1589 Francis Clifford married and 

decided to build a grand new home at Londesborough for his family. This was a three-storey stone house built on raised ground with seven bays and a castellated roof line. 

During the 1670s the house was extended by the new owner, Richard Boyle, recently created Earl of Burlington, who added two wings to the north and south. The architect of these extensions was probably 

Robert Hooke, the famous scientist and architect who worked with Christopher Wren on rebuilding London after the Great Fire. Hooke was also consulted on designs for a staircase, porter’s lodge, gates, stable 

blocks and almshouses. 

Between 1679 and 1681 350,000 bricks were transported from kilns at Thorpe-le-Street and a further 200,000 followed later that year. Externally the house then remained unaltered until its demolition over 100 

years later. 

The house under the 3
rd

 Earl 

In 1704 the estate passed to the 3
rd

 Earl, a cultured man who was a great supporter of music, the 

arts and architecture. Although his main home was Chiswick House in London he spent part of every 

summer at Londesborough, often bringing with him famous guests such as the actor David Garrick 

and writer Daniel Defoe. 

He also spent a great deal of time and money on extending and remodelling the grounds increasing 

them from 229 to 700 acres. Between 1728 and 1732, £1600 was spent on the wages of labourers 

and by 1738 the head gardener, Thomas Knowles, was supervising more than forty staff. Ponds, 

lakes and winding walks were created. A four acre kitchen garden with eleven foot high walls, 

greenhouses and a hothouse were built. Here exotic fruits such as melons, paw-paws, lemons and 

pineapples were grown for use both here and in his London home. 

In 1724 the house was described as having seventy rooms including a dining room, drawing room, 

picture room, billiard room and numerous bedrooms.  

Aerial view of Londesborough Hall and park around 1700 Plan of Londesborough Hall in its setting in 1739 

The 3
rd

 Earl of Burlington 

Richard Boyle became the 3
rd

 Earl of Burlington and 4
th
 Earl of Cork in 1704 at the age of nine. 

Immensely wealthy with estates in Ireland and Yorkshire he also owned Burlington House and 

land in Chiswick. At the age of twenty he embarked on a Grand Tour of Europe and became an 

expert on the classical designs of Andrea Palladio. He soon became a keen architect himself 

designing Chiswick House and the Assembly Rooms in York which he built with his own money. 

On his second visit to Europe he befriended William Kent who was born in Bridlington. Thanks to 

Burlington’s patronage Kent became a famous architect and important landscape gardener. 

Lord Burlington also promoted music and literature; Handel stayed with him and he was also a 

close friend of Alexander Pope. Yet every summer he preferred to leave London and spend time 

at Londesborough enjoying sporting pursuits with the local gentry such as the Hothams and the 

Bethells and working on improving the grounds of his house. 

He died in London in 1753 but his body was returned to Londesborough to be buried in the family 

vault.  

Decline & fall 

After the 3
rd

 Earl’s death in 1753 the estate passed to the Cavendish family, later Dukes of 

Devonshire. In 1774 the Duke brought his young wife, Georgiana to stay at the hall for a month. She 

thought that the park was pretty and the house comfortable but apart from one shorter visit in 1776 

the family took little interest in the property. 

By 1818 the house was run down and the Duke needed money for his main property at Chatsworth. 

On March 23
rd

 he announced that the house was to be pulled down. Events moved quickly; during 

April and May the contents were packed up and some were moved to Chatsworth where they can 

still be seen. For three days at the end of July an auction was held of the remaining objects. The 

Reverend John Tyson’s diary records that, A very numerous assembly collected together on this 

occasion and the rubbish of the old family hall sold at high prices. 

The oldest parts of the house were so well built that they had to be blown up with gunpowder. Some 

of the materials were reused in other local buildings. The extensive cellars still remain and these 

were used to store the stained glass windows from York Minster during the war to protect them from 

damage in case of bombing. Some of the parkland was used for farming but the pleasure gardens 

were maintained until the 1920s. 

Londesborough terrace wall 2016 

What they said about Londesborough 

“In our road we had a clear view of the Earl of Burlington’s noble and magnificent 

house on very high rising ground very advantageously situated. The Earl of 

Burlington’s is an old built house but stands deliciously, and has a noble prospect 

towards the Humber and also towards the Woulds”. 

Daniel Defoe, around 1720 

“the Earl of Burlington’s good seat, neatly furnished with many family pictures, and 

two curious ones of Philip K[ing] of Spain and his wife Mary Q[ueen] of England, 

besides 3 stories of Ovid well painted. The gardens are not large but the prospect is 

good, and 600 head of deer in the park tho’ but 3 miles round” 

Anonymous 1724 

Londesborough and the 

Shakespeare Players 

In Shakespeare’s time his group of 

travelling players toured the country 

performing at large country houses and 

Londesborough Old Hall was one of the 

places they visited. The stayed for five 

days performing a different play each night 

and for this they were fed, housed and 

paid £5. 

Londesborough gates 

Tunnel connecting the hall to the village 



Warter PrioryWarter Priory  

The House 

Warter Priory takes its name from an Augustinian priory founded in 1132 on the site of the present church. The original priory was dissolved in 

1536 and in 1697 the land passed to the Pennington family of Cumberland who built Warter Hall on a new site one mile outside the village. 

This was a modest two storey house with two bay wings and a projecting porch. During the mid-eighteenth century the house was improved 

and extended. Further work took place in the 1830s but generally the appearance of the house remained unchanged. 

However, by the 1860s the whole of the estate was in need of urgent improvement and Jocelyn Francis Pennington, 5
th
 Lord Muncaster, 

embarked on major building work on the house and the village, rebuilding the church and building new houses for the estate workers to 

replace those described in a report as “hovels”. The house was also enlarged and transformed into a grand Victorian country house by the 

addition of corner towers with steep slate roofs, stone details and decorative dormers. 

Despite spending so much money, in1878 Lord Muncaster sold the house, gardens and estate amounting to 800 acres to Charles Wilson 

who continued to expand the house and improve the village. More extensions were completed including a new hall, clock tower and grand staircase and eventually the house had over 100 rooms, including 30 

bedrooms. Internally he ripped out some of the old panelling and fireplaces replacing it with a large portrait of himself. Some of this panelling may have later been reused in his brother’s house in Anlaby. The 

new grand hall was lined with panelling made by Elwell and Sons of Beverley.  

Although Charles died in 1907 his widow continued to occupy the house until 1929 when it was then sold to the Hon. George Vestey. He maintained both the house and magnificent grounds, which had been 

laid out by the Wilson family, until his death in 1968. 

Charles Henry Wilson 

 

Charles Wilson was born in 1833, one of 15 children of Thomas and Susannah Wilson of Hull. He and his 

younger brother, Arthur, who built Tranby Croft in Anlaby, became the joint owners of the shipping line, 

Thomas Wilson, Sons & Co. Although very different in character and temperament they built up the 

company to become the largest private fleet in Britain. 

In 1874 he entered parliament as the Liberal MP for Hull, later representing West Hull following boundary 

changes. Although he made few speeches he often spoke on shipping matters and was a fervent 

supporter of the temperance movement, so much so that he closed the village pub in Warter, the Creeping 

Kate, replacing it with a post office. 

He was well known for saying exactly what he thought, even if it could upset or anger other people but he 

supported many charities and was always concerned with helping the poor, especially children. 

In 1871 he married Florence Jane Helen Wellesley, whose father was a nephew of the Duke of Wellington 

and they had three sons and four daughters. His rise up the social ladder was increased when in 1899 he 

was given the freedom of Hull and in 1906 he was elevated to the House of Lords and took the title 1
st
 

Baron Nunburnholme. 

He died suddenly at his home, Warter Priory, in October 1907. The funeral procession contained men from 

the fleet’s ships who walked the mile from the house to the church in pouring rain. Two bronze statues of 

him and his youngest son, Gerald, were erected in the Italianate garden at the Priory. These were later 

moved to the churchyard when the estate was sold. The two of them are also commemorated by a plaque 

and two beautiful stained glass windows inside the church.  

Charles Henry Wilson, 1st Baron Nunburnholme 
Marble memorial to Charles Henry 1st Baron Nunburnholme 

Entertaining 

One way Charles Wilson could 

display his wealth and status 

was by entertaining in a grand 

style and Warter Priory was well-

suited to host lavish weekend 

and shooting parties attended by 

famous people such as Winston 

Churchill. 

In January 1899 he held a grand 

ball for over 300 people, 

including European royalty. 

Special trains brought the guests 

from Hull and York and 300 gilt 

chairs were hired especially for 

the event. A Queen of Flowers appeared in a decorated sleigh pulled by a 

donkey. The catering was equally magnificent. A chef created a steamship, 

a lighthouse, a four-in-hand and a hansom from sugar lit inside by electric 

bulbs and one person was employed just to open the oysters!  

Warter Priory, (ERYC collection) 

Memorial window to C. H. Wilson  & his wife in Warter 

Church 

Statue of C. H. Wilson in Warter churchyard. It was formerly in the garden of the 

house. 

Lady Nunburnholme (ERYC collection) 



Cottingham CastleCottingham Castle  
In 1800 Thomas Thompson, a wealthy Hull banker and merchant, purchased 54 acres of land to the west of Cottingham as the site 

for a new house. Although his main home was Wilberforce House in Hull, Thompson was already renting a house in Beck Bank and 

was eager to build his own property, partly to reinforce his status and to provide a home in cleaner air for his consumptive daughter, 

Philothea.  

Although he initially planted a boundary of trees to shelter the site it was not until 1808 that work began on the stables and the 

foundation stone of the house was laid. In 1812 he hired unemployed local men to dig tunnels on the northern boundary to provide 

chalk for the roads and drives and by 1814 he was writing in his journal, began to build a dwelling house of moderate size, called by 

many ‘Cottingham Castle’. He estimated that the work would cost £1800 but was prepared to spend £2000. 

The house was a two-storey castellated building constructed of white brick with stone dressings and with a profusion of three-storey 

towers. The main entrance was on the east front and on the south-east there was a forty foot high octagonal tower. The whole 

design was similar to that of Cave Castle which had been built in 1804 and it may well have been designed by the same person.  

The Thompson family moved in 1816, but the family were not entirely satisfied. Mrs Thompson wrote to her son, John, that the 

rooms were small and the grounds not well laid out as they did not provide shade. John’s room was described as painted in a stone 

colour with white furniture and everyone felt that there was a lack of space. Consequently, by 1817 Thomas was already planning 

extensions. Three new bedrooms were added as well as a tower over the arched entrance but he confided to his diary that, It will 

probably not be occupied by any of my family after my death. The final developments were made in 1825 when the tower was built 

and fish ponds were added to the grounds.  

After Thomas Thompson’s death the house was left to his famous son Major General Thomas Perronet Thompson but, as his father had predicted, he took little interest in the property and by 1831 it was let to 

Hull merchants, George and Edward Coulson. 

The New Village 

One of Thomas Thompson’s legacies was 

the creation of the New Village established 

in 1814 to provide homes and employment 

for the poor of the village. He persuaded the 

church to donate some land to the 

Overseers of the Poor who then let it out in 

strips at a rent of 2/- per year to families 

receiving parish relief. Most of these families 

were then able to build cottages and grow 

produce for sale. 

Fire 

The end came on 2
nd

 May 1869 when the house was completely 

destroyed by an extensive conflagration, the only part left standing 

being the walls. Only the stables, outbuildings, gateway and folly 

remained. The gateway stood until 1961 as an entrance to Castle 

Hill Hospital but today only the folly still stands. 

The fire which destroyed the castle was reported at great length in 

the local press and highlighted the heroic actions of the tenant, 

Mrs Barkworth, and her butler in rescuing members of the family 

and household.  

It was she who first discovered the fire at around 11.30 at night 

and she rushed upstairs in her nightdress to rescue her two young 

daughters and their nurse.  She also thought of the idea of ringing 

the dinner bell to awaken the servants who were housed in a 

separate part of the building. The butler then fought his way 

through the smoke and flames to rescue the governess from one 

of the upper floors and carried her to safety. 

Two fire engines attended the blaze as well as hundreds of men 

from the village but they could do little as the only supply of water 

was from a half empty well at the back of the property. Most of the 

contents of the house were destroyed, only some plate and a few 

valuable pictures were saved. Fortunately the only casualty was 

one of the gardeners who was hit on the head by falling lead.  

Thomas Thompson 

Thomas Thompson was born in Swine in 1754. The family were not wealthy so at the age of 16 he 

joined the counting house of William Wilberforce as a clerk and spent his spare time studying. He 

also became interested in the newly emerging movement of Methodism and soon began to act as a 

lay preacher, something he was to continue to do for the rest of his life. He later married Philothea 

Perronet Briggs whose family were close friends of John and Charles Wesley. 

Throughout his life he worked tirelessly to improve the conditions of the rural and urban poor. In 

1799 he was made Chairman of the Hull Guardians of the Poor and was presented with a silver 

plate for introducing a system of economy and industry into the Workhouse and Hull Corporation 

granted him the Freedom of the City. 

In 1806 he supported William Wilberforce in his election to parliament and the following year he 

became an MP himself, the first Methodist lay preacher to be elected. He died in Paris in 1828 

during his first trip abroad and is remembered by a memorial tablet in Cottingham church. 

Castle Hill Sanatorium on the site of Cottingham Castle (CHH archives) 

“A true Christian as well as a man of great acuteness and tried integrity.” 

A description of Thomas Thompson by William Wilberforce in 1797 

The Tower 

By 1825 Thomas Thompson’s wife and daughter had both 

died, he had become tired of farming and had let most of his 

land to tenants. His final project was the construction of a 

folly he called ‘Prospect Tower’. Three poor labourers were 

employed to raise the land on the western edge of the estate 

and to form terraces and a Mr Mennell built the tower at a 

cost of £200. 

Thomas proposed a Latin inscription which translates as 

“Friend, this Tower with its wide view, was built in 1825 at 

Thomas Thompson’s expense, for you to see the Humber 

and the lovely land on every side.” Inside at the top was to be 

a table with a map identifying the places to be seen and 

extracts from famous poets. The purpose of this was to 

provide a topic of conversation for visitors. Whether this was 

ever completed is not known, as the entrance to the tower is 

now bricked up and the top appears to be open. This last part 

of the property to be built is now the only part to still survive. 
The surviving tower, Castle Hill, Cottingham 

Coupland’s Cottage, Endyke Lane, c1900, one of 20 pauper’s cot-

tages forming a New Village to house the poor of Cottingham. James 

Coupland was a market gardener. (Ken Green collection) 


