
Bands and Banners 

Front cover of the 1895 Tutill catalogue 

George Tutill - Banner Maker 

George Tutill was born in the market town of Howden in the East 

Riding in 1817. George was the only child of Thomas Tutill, who 

was a miller, and Elizabeth. By the time George was twenty one 

he had moved to Hull and in June 1838 he married Emma 

Fairfield. He was known as an artist and exhibited a number of 

landscape paintings in London between 1846 and 1858.  

It was, however, as an entrepreneur of banners and regalia 

making that Tutill made his reputation and fortune. He moved to 

premises in City Road, London, and many societies went to 

Tutill’s for their emblems, regalia and banners, such as Friendly 

Societies, Trade Unions, Freemasons and Sunday Schools. 

George Tutill was active in the friendly society ‘The Ancient 

Order of Foresters’ from the 1840’s.  

Tutill advertisement 

It was George Tutill’s own wish, in his will, that he be buried in the Howden churchyard. He 

gave the sum of five hundred pounds to erect and build a monument and tomb in the 

churchyard for himself, his son George, who died aged 2 ½ years old, and his second wife 

Elizabeth. The monument has a symbolic broken column, which represents the ‘break’ 

made by the deceased between the living and the dead. It is also symbolic of a premature 

death.   

There is a window in Howden church dedicated to George Tutill. At the bottom is the 

legend: to the glory of God and in affectionate remembrance of George Tutill Esq. Born 

April 16th 1817, died February 17th 1887. 

Oddfellows sash and badge made by George Tutill. The studio of George Tutill at City Road, 

London 

George Tutill produced the banners from raw silk that was woven to the required size on a 

purpose built jacquard loom. The silk was then painted in oils on both front and back. 

Next, they were highly embellished with golden scrollwork with ornate lettering on 

streamers, and the central painted image, would be supplemented by inset cameos. 

The purchase of a banner was an 

extravagance entered into as soon as 

a society’s funds and membership 

allowed. 

With dimensions of up to 12 feet by 11 

feet a Tutill banner could require eight 

men to carry it; two to carry each of the 

vertical poles and four more to hold the 

steadying guy-ropes. 

Members of the United Free Gardeners in 1930s, possibly in 

Cottingham displaying their banner 

Memorial window to George Tutill, Howden Monument to George Tutill with its symbolic broken 

top 

Brass bands were an important feature of 

feasts performing during the procession 

and at the meal. In 1870 the East 

Yorkshire Militia Band played the 

National Anthem, God Save the Queen 

and the Hallelujah Chorus at the 

Middleton Foresters Meal. In the 

twentieth century the Driffield Silver Band 

was very popular playing at both 

Middleton on the Wolds and Kilham 

during the 1920s. 

 Walkington Oddfellows parade 

Left: Banner of the Holderness lodge of 

Freemasons, Withernsea. 

The banner incorporates the All-Seeing Eye. 

Although Masonry is a non-religious 

organisation the Eye is that of The Supreme 

Being keeping watch over mankind. 

Cadet band leading the Parade of North and East Yorkshire Freemasons to the Service at Hull Minster (Holy Trinity) on 14th 

October as part of the City of Culture celebrations. 



Abstinence 

South Cave 

In 1854 there were a number of 

Temperance societies in South Cave, East 

Yorkshire, which were dedicated to 

stopping the consumption of alcohol. At the 

start they had enrolled 174 members in 

1855, but eventually it proved difficult to 

collect the membership subscriptions and 

by 1861 there were only 21 regular 

members attending the society meetings. 

A Temperance Hall had been erected in 

Church Street, South Cave in 1856 at a 

cost of £145. 10s. 5d. The hall was 

regularly used by speakers who encouraged the listeners to totally abstain from the evils 

of drink. 

A Temperance Hotel at 50 Market Place, South Cave opened in 1859, which was run by 

Timothy Dunn, a farmer and horse dealer. 

Temperance teas at a cost of 1 shilling were held on Good Fridays in the village. One year 

4 stones of ham, six stones of plum bread, 7 stones of plain bread, 18 pounds of butter 

and 3 pounds of tea were consumed. 

The Hermitage 

The property named ‘The Hermitage’ in Pinfold Street, South 

Cave, East Yorkshire was in the past a home for up to 15 

inebriate women. The Hull Branch of The British Women’s 

Temperance Association set up the home in 1900.  

Charitable donations enabled the association to lease The 

Hermitage from Mrs Barnard of Cave Castle, and it was the first 

institution of its kind in the East Riding. Patients were charged a 

minimum of 10 shillings a week and had to contribute their 

labour to the home. The women came from all social classes 

and were allowed to bring their children into the home when 

necessary. 

Locals called the patients “ kneebrights”, another word for 

inebriates. 

‘The Hermitage’ as it was 

The Hermitage, South Cave as it is today 

The building at 50 Market Place, South Cave which was 

once used as a Temperance Hotel 

 

Temperance Societies 

The use of alcohol in early 19
th 

century Britain began increasing rapidly with the opening of drink outlets. These were mainly used for 

drinking spirits such as gin but were giving increasing concern to the middle and upper classes. 

Temperance societies were introduced into many towns and villages from the 1830’s in the hope that they would help to stop the 

level of drunkenness among the general public. Members of the society were encouraged to abstain from alcohol altogether and sign 

“ The Pledge”.  

The societies began to establish coffeehouses and eating houses and to open reading rooms, either separately or within the 

coffeehouses. They also created writing and reading schools as they acquired their own premises. 

The Temperance movement was supported by the Wesleyans, the Primitive Methodist Chapel, and a ‘ Band of Hope’ allied to the 

Methodist Chapels was flourishing by 1896. 

Temperance publication 

‘Band of Hope’ members taking part in a North Cave Temperance 

festival in 1909. The working class children members took a pledge 

of total abstinence and were taught the evils of Drink. 

Silver badge presented by Hull Sons of 

Temperance in 1901.  

Artefact from the Goole 

Museum collection 



Local Societies 

North Ferriby 
 

The Duke of Cumberland Lodge of the 

Independent Order of Oddfellows was 

foundered in 1843 and by 1865 there were 67 

members. In 1878 they purchased a former 

chapel in Narrow Lane which had been built in 

1828 by the Primitive Methodists. This became 

their meeting place and was renamed 

Oddfellows Hall. It still exists today and is now a 

private house. Oddfellows Hall, North Ferriby 

Etton 
 

The Etton Amicable and Friendly Society was one of the oldest and largest local societies 

in East Yorkshire. It was founded in 1789 with the help of a donation of £20 from Sir John 

Legard and a further £38 from local gentry and clergy. 

Unlike most societies its members came from a wide area covering 61 towns and villages. 

Only 16% of the members lived in Etton, however all the committee members had to live 

in the village. By 1827 the total membership had risen to 764 and the society had funds of 

£3080. 

As other local and national societies were formed the membership declined until by 1872 

numbers had fallen to 116 and the funds were only £113. The final blow came in 1873 

when the Grand United Order of Oddfellows opened a local branch causing the society to 

close three years later in 1876. Middleton on the Wolds 
 

Court Devonshire of the Ancient Order of Foresters was founded 

in 1839. It flourished well into the twentieth century attracting 81 

new members between 1900 and 1919, 73 of these were 

agricultural labourers. 

Hutton Cranswick 
 

Hutton Club was first founded in1834 but was soon 

followed by two national societies, Court Hotham of 

the Ancient Order of Foresters in 1840 and St 

Paul’s lodge of the Independent Order of Oddfel-

lows in 1861.Both grew to their peak in the Ed-

wardian period. In 1910 the Foresters had 341 

members and £4164 in funds and by 1913 the 

Oddfellows had180 members and £1621 in funds.  

Both societies had large halls in the centre of 

Hutton and often held their feast days together. 

Their halls are still used by local societies today. 

Foresters Hall, Hutton Cranswick 
Lund 
 

St. Peter’s Lodge of The Independent Order of 

Oddfellows opened in August 1839 at the 

Wellington Inn at Lund. By 1845 there were 71 

members, in 1865 there were 146, and in 1912 

they had reached a peak of 392. 

Around 75% of the total memberships in 1903-

1904 were agricultural workers. 

Meetings were held at the Wellington Inn until 

1924 when the former Primitive Methodist 

Chapel, which had become a Temperance Hall, 

was purchased and became the Oddfellows hall. 

Wellington Inn, Lund 

This building on The Green was the Oddfellows Hall 

Keyingham 

Most of the villages in South Holderness 

had societies. Keyingham was one of the 

most successful and was affiliated to the 

Foresters. ‘The Foresters Hall’, number 1, 

Main Street, Keyingham was the base of 

the Ancient Order of Foresters however it 

was not run from that address until 1857. 

Before that when it was started in 1839 it 

was run from the Blue Bell inn. 

Founding members were Robert Elletson, 

gardener aged 45, Thomas Loton, farmer aged 45 and John Robinson, grocer aged 45. It 

was an immediate success with 32 members joining in 1839 and 23 in 1840. It rose to 437 

in 1890 then gradually declined until 1958 when there were 132 members. By far the most 

members were the agricultural workers whose work was seasonal and they would need 

the society when work was scarce. Thus this became a very important rural working class 

organisation.  

One of the long serving Foresters was Richard Westmoreland 

(1847-1936), a shoemaker, he joined the Foresters and he was an 

active churchgoer, primitive Methodist and a local preacher. Henry 

Clark (1832- 1902), shoemaker and grocer, joined the Foresters in 

1855 and held a number of offices before becoming a trustee in 

1876. 

The Keyingham Foresters was church-based and strict rules 

would apply for members to receive payment. For instance in 

1822 one of the rules was that “if a member is concerned in any 

seditious or riotous meetings; or speaks anything disrespectfully of 

the King and constitution, he shall be excluded.” This still applied 

along with other strict rules down the years.  

1 Main Street, Keyingham 

Foresters Hall sign 

Preston 

At Preston the society was affiliated to the Druids. 

It was situated at 82 Main Street Preston, the 

Eastern Counties Herald reported in 1876 that: “it 

is one of the most successful country friendly 

societies in the district. The esteemed patron of 

the lodge not only contributed most munificently 

towards its establishment but has through its 

existence displayed great interest in its welfare, 

and has materially assisted it in a financial 

sense”. It existed until 1980; the building is still 

much used by the village as a recreation club.  
Druids Hall, Preston 

Middleton Foresters certificate 

Door lintel of Preston Druids Hall 

Pub sign, Wellington Inn, Lund 

The Yorkshire Herald & The York Herald, February 

26
th

 1900. ‘A Wealthy Friendly Society.’ 

The returns of the St. Peter’s Lodge of the 

Manchester Unity of Oddfellows at Lund show that 

this society holds its reputation amongst the 

prosperous Friendly organisations in the East Riding. 

With 238 members it has a capitol of £4,118 3s. 6d. in 

its sick fund, besides a share of over £6,000 in the 

District Funeral Fund. The increase for the year was 

£93 10s. 7d. The income of the Lodge last year was 

£450 12s. 2d, and the amount paid in benefits was 

£223 6s. 6d.   

At the last valuation the Lodge had a surplus of 

£1,646. Out of this they obtained permission to 

appropriate £800 towards increasing benefits and for 

management purposes. 



Feasts and Fellowship 

Feasts were a tradition of friendly societies from their beginning. Throughout their history they usually followed the same pattern. Most feast days were held in June or early July as this was a 

quiet time of year for agricultural workers. Preparations in the village could begin several weeks in advance. For example, in Huggate all the cottages would receive a fresh coat of lime wash. 

They would begin with a meeting followed by a procession to the local church for a service. This would be accompanied by a brass band and all the members would wear their full regalia 

and carry the society banner. 

After the service a meal would be held for all the members and this would be attended by the local gentry and clergy. The rest of the day and evening would be devoted to entertainments 

which all members of the local community would enjoy. 

Feasts were reported in great detail in the local press and parish magazines. However, they became so numerous that eventually this had to be reduced. 

The Hull Packet and East Riding Times. June 13
th

 

1873. 

The members of the St. Peters Lodge of the 

Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, 

celebrated their thirty-third anniversary at Lund. 

Naturally such an affair as this excited considerable 

interest amongst the inhabitants of this populated 

village. The officers of the Lodge attended at Mrs 

Winter’s Wellington Inn at 9 o’clock for the transaction 

of the usual business and to admit persons into the 

order. 

At half past ten the brethren formed a procession, and 

with the Etton brass band, paraded through the village 

dressed in their neat regalia to Lund church. After a 

service at the church, the forty-seven members 

returned in procession through the village to the 

Wellington Inn, where a sumptuous dinner was 

provided by Mrs Winter. 

In front of the Wellington Inn, several stalls loaded 

with confectionary were erected. In the neighbourhood 

a shooting gallery was placed, and other means of 

amusement were provided. The Etton band played 

various airs, and the villagers engaged in festivities to 

a late hour of the evening.  

Victorian (ca.1855) lead glass engraved ‘Order of Od Fellowes. 

There was always an annual Feast Day held by the 

Keyingham Foresters. This was usually in Whit week. All 

the members would be dressed in all their regalia and 

start about nine in the morning wearing scarves, carrying 

sticks or staves and with a large banner. They marched 

with a brass band to church where a guest speaker 

would give a sermon, appropriately enough about the 

friendly society movement. They then marched to the 

clubroom or a marquee where members had a lavish 

feast.  

There were many speeches, then the members and the 

band paraded around the village and surrounding area. 

Donations were welcomed at the parsonage hall and 

chief farmhouse. Public entertainment went on all day: 

sideshows, stalls, shooting galleries and rural sports. 

Sometimes there was a public dance at the end of the 

day. These annual events were always looked forward 

too.  

Drunkenness and bad behaviour were common in the first half of the 19
th
 century and accidents could happen. At the Oddfellows feast in Driffield in 1840 a man was killed in a drunken fight. 

The following year a display of archery at the Foresters feast in Newport led to the death of 11 year old Charlotte Brown who was killed by a stray arrow. In 1827 Robert Sharpe, the local 

diarist and secretary of South Cave society wrote: 

 “Club feast day, it was at Newloves where they had a Booth fixed in the yard, and the Members dined together at two tables set the whole length, there were about 120 members, a very 

good plain dinner, and good order kept. Matthew Smith towards night got very drunk, and some boys got some soot, tallow and red, and daubed his face all over, making him look wilder than 

an American Savage,” 

By the mid-19
th
 century the rise of the temperance movement had led to some reduction in drunkenness and the Driffield Times was able to report in 1861 that: 

“The Foresters held their 23rd feast in Park House. The village has been formerly noted for its riotous conduct on Feast Day. This one was celebrated in an orderly manner” 

Nevertheless bad behaviour still continued. In 1876 William Longbottom was fined 1/- (5p) for being drunk in the procession of Cranswick Oddfellows and in 1893 fines were also issued to 

two members of Lockington Foresters for a similar offence. 

Fellowship 

When Freemasons meet they famously shake hands 

in a particular way. 

The Beverley Oddfellows booklet of 1914 that on 

meeting members make a series of gestures while 

saying the words of their motto “Friendship”, “Love” 

and “Truth”. These “Honours” may be given at public 

functions where non-members are present. 

The Independent Order of Oddfellows booklet from 

North Ferriby, 1912, shows some further signs and 

gestures and is annotated, by way of explanation, with 

the words Charity, Benevolence and “Purity”. 



At the end of the 18th century events such as the Napoleonic Wars and rising prices meant that the cost to local parishes of caring for the poor was rising. Local people therefore began to 

form societies to help each other, everyone paying a small weekly subscription which would then enable them to claim financial help in times of sickness or unemployment. 

The first society in the East Riding was formed in Howden in 1751 and by 1815 the number had grown to 36. The government realised the advantages of this self-help system and passed an 

Act of Parliament in 1793 enabling societies to register with the local Clerk of the Peace. This protected their funds. When they registered they had to provide a copy of their rules, state their 

meeting place and give details of their officials, contributions and the benefits paid. 

In 1834 the Poor Law Amendment Act established a system of workhouses paid for by local rates. The Poor Law Guardians also encouraged the development of friendly societies as this 

would help reduce demand for their services. 

Growth of National Societies 

In the 1830s there were several years of poor harvests. This led to an increase in demand 

for help and many small local societies therefore fell into financial difficulties. 

Meanwhile a growth in cities in Yorkshire and Lancashire had led to the establishment of 

larger national societies and these soon spread into rural areas taking over from the local 

societies. The most popular societies in the East Riding were: 

Independent Order of Oddfellows 

Ancient Order of Foresters 

Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds 

United Ancient Order of Druids  

Most members were men. Some were set up for women only such as the Loyal Order of 

Ancient Shepherdesses. These were run by women but the treasurers and secretaries 

were still men. 

The officials were often local tradesmen such as joiners or blacksmiths as they could read 

and write and knew how to keep accounts. However, the majority of the members were 

agricultural labourers or hired farm servants. 

RAOB 

The Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes has no royal patronage, was 

formed in the nineteenth century rather than before Noah’s flood, has 

no connection with a chivalric order and has nothing to do with 

buffaloes. It was rather formed by a group of theatrical folk in London 

and named for a popular song of the time. 

The order has lodges after the style of Freemasons but was never 

secretive about its objectives and practices. The Grand Lodge of 

England is in Harrogate and it has branches all over the 

Commonwealth. It has the motto Justice, Truth and Philanthropy. 

Oddfellows 

The Independent Order of Oddfellows Manchester Unity Friendly 

Society Limited is a fraternal society founded in 1810. Their motto is 

Friendship, Love and Truth. There were groups of Odd Fellows before 

that, possibly getting the name because they were made up of men 

from a variety of medieval trade guilds or possibly because some had 

strange mystical practices back in the 18
th
 century. 

Foresters 

The Foresters Friendly Society was formed in 1834, in Rochdale, as the ancient Order of 

Foresters. Its branches are called ‘courts’ rather than ‘lodges’. They were named after the 

courts of the Royal Forest and performed the ‘Ancient Ritual of the 

Society’. 

Shepherds 

The Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds and other societies joined 

together to form the Shepherds Friendly Society on Christmas Day 

1826. 

AOD 

The Ancient Order of Druids was founded in 1781 although two clubs, 

the Druid Society and the Druid Society of Cardigan were previously in 

existence in Wales. Around the time other friendly societies were 

developing, particularly in poorer areas, the Druids, especially a 

splinter group the United Ancient Order of Druids began to follow a 

more Philanthropic path. 

Masons 

The term Freemason originated as a mason of free stone, that is 

sandstone or limestone without a grain which can be used for 

monumental carving. Freemasonry is one of the oldest, non-religious, 

non-political, fraternal and charitable organisations. Members are 

expected to have spiritual value based on integrity, kindness, honesty 

and fairness. 

Gardeners 

The Order of Free Gardeners was founded in Scotland in the 17
th
 

century. Their objectives were the sharing secret knowledge 

associated with the horticultural trade and mutual aid. There is some 

similarity to the Freemasons; the Gardeners insignia comprises 

square, compasses and a pruning knife. 

Goole Buffaloes 

badge 

Gardeners insignia 

Druids enrolment 

certificate (Sewerby 

Benefits 

In return for regular weekly contributions a member of a friendly society could expect to 

receive financial help if he could not work due to sickness or accident. Medical help, 

travelling expenses when seeking work and funeral expenses for himself and his wife 

could also be paid. Very few societies paid pensions but one exception was Lockington 

which paid 3/-per week (15p) to its oldest members. 

Not everyone was always honest. John Shaw of Lund claimed sickness benefit but was 

seen digging up potatoes and visiting Beverley and Scarborough. He was asked to repay 

the money and was fined 5 shillings (25p). 

Benjamin Cobb, the publican at the Wellington Inn at Lund, was a founder of the St. 

Peter’s Lodge. In September 1845 he first received sickness benefit of £4 from the Lodge 

in weekly payments. A long-term illness in December 1850 saw Cobb receive 10shillings a 

week for 6 months, then another 6 months at 7shillings a week. Finally he was given 3s 

6d over 80 weeks, and also received £10 funeral benefit when his wife died. 

Although Benjamin Cobb was the founder of the Lodge he was not popular. In March 

1851 he had to pay a fine of 5s on a charge of being tipsy when in receipt of relief. 

Cobb’s membership was from September 1839 to December 1853, with benefits of £53 

13s 6d, and had contributed less than £14.   

Many societies helped with medical treatment as preventing sickness was seen as a way 

to reduce the amount paid out in sickness and funeral benefits. A club doctor was 

appointed who was paid a fixed amount per member and this was popular with doctors 

who were thus ensured of a regular income. 

Funeral benefits were also considered very important to members as most people feared 

having a pauper’s funeral. When societies first began all the members would turn out in 

full regalia for a member’s funeral but this later declined. In December 1840 the funeral of 

a 23 year old member of the Oddfellows was attended by 600 people who walked from 

North Frodingham to Skipsea. 

The Twentieth Century 
 

Club feasts remained very popular in the early years of the 20th century. They were suspended during World War I but were revived in the 1920s. One of the main attractions, especially for 

the children was the arrival of the funfair. This was usually Shipleys of Driffield or Corrigans of Hull. 

However, by the 1930s fewer feasts were being held as people now had better access to other forms of entertainment. Middleton on the Wolds was one village which continued to hold a 

feast and the accompanying fair was eagerly awaited by the children. At Kilham not only was there Corrigans funfair to enjoy but also races and a dance. 

The Second World War finally brought an end to a tradition that had lasted around 150 years. 

Friendly societies helped the working class who through no fault of their own fell on hard times; it literally kept them from the workhouse through financial aid given to them by their fellow 

workers who ran the friendly societies for the benefit of the community. They were precursors of sickness benefit and old age pensions. With the passing of the 1946 National Insurance Act 

the necessity for friendly societies diminished. Some, such as the Foresters, remain as financial institutions. Others such as the Druids are gone but some buildings remain. Very few 

organisation have given such good service to the communities; these buildings are a lasting legacy  

Masons insignia, 

Driffeld Lodge 

Overview 



Symbols and Regalia 
Most societies involved some level of dressing up. The East Riding Museum Service collections include a number of Friendly Society sashes worn by members on annual parades and 

feasts. Masonic aprons are worn both for private meetings and public occasions. Masonry also has numerous symbols relating to the craft. Other friendly societies had symbolism relating 

back to an origin where part of the purpose of the society was to spread the secrets of a common trade. 

Masonic Aprons 

The masonic Apron signifies 

different degrees of Masonry. For 

example the Craft Apron is pale 

blue and the Royal Ark Mariners’ 

is multi-coloured. 

Mark Master apron 

Left:Masonic apron belonging to Edward Anderson - member of the Rising Star lodge from 1837 until his death in1906 aged 92. 

Right: Officers of the Loyal Rising Star lodge, Beverley in their centenary year 1832. (Beverley Art Gallery collection.) 

Royal Ark Mariners’ apron 

Aprons of members of lodges in North and East Yorkshire 

Friendly Society Sashes 

Sashes relating to the Independent Order of Oddfellows (Manchester Unity) Friendly Society. 

Probably used by the Cottingham Branch. (Skidby Mill collection) 

Symbols in Freemasonry 

2017 is the 300th anniversary of the foundation of the Grand Lodge of Freemasonry in 

England. There are 98 provincial lodges in North Yorkshire and the East Riding. Eight 

lodges meet in Driffield. One of them, the Sykes Basic Craft lodge was established in 1864 

and named after Christopher Sykes of Sledmere who 

became a member then a Master Mason. 

The chequered floor in masonic lodges is said to 

represent the mosaic floor of King Solomon’s temple 

constructed by masons and craftsmen working 

together. The black and white symbolises day and 

night, right and wrong, good and evil—the earthly 

aspects of mankind’s existence and everyday life. 

Chequered flooring at the Masonic Lodge, 

Beverley Road, Hull 

The Driffield lodge has a set of symbolic 

stonemason’s tools (above). They include: the 

Compasses, the Square, the 24” Gauge, the Gavel, 

the Plumb, the Level and the Trowel. 

An ashlar is a square cut stone used to form the 

face of a wall and, particularly, the corner of a 

building. The Perfect Ashlar (left) symbolises what 

man can become through masonic education. 

(Our thanks go to Brian Gent and V. Thompson of the Driffield Lodge for 

this information) 

Jewels and medals 

Masonic jewel which features many of the symbols featured 

on this panel (Pat Wiles) 

Medal awarded to George 

Leonard Browne in 1913 by the 

Goole lodge of the Royal 

Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes 

Officers carrying symbolic items-staff, sword and flag and wearing aprons and sashes during the parade 

of North and East Yorkshire Masons to Hull Minster (Holy Trinity), 14 October 2017. 


