
Mental Hospitals 
Introduction 

Until the early 19
th
 century most people with mental health problems were either cared for by their families or housed in workhouses .Only those people considered to be a danger to the public 

were kept in separate institutions for the insane. The main institution for the whole of Yorkshire was York lunatic asylum. 

In 1808 the County Asylum Act allowed each of the three Ridings to make their own provisions and an asylum was built at Sculcoates in Hull but it was not until 1865 that the East Riding built 

its own asylum at Walkington.  

An alternative, which developed in the late 18
th
 century, was the private asylum housing a small number of patients whose families were willing to pay for their care or who were paid for by the 

parish. Many of these were run by people with medical experience or spinsters and many only cared for one patient e.g. Mark Fielding, a surgeon in Cottingham and the Misses Binnington in 

Beverley. 

To house more than one patient a licence was required and the premises had to be inspected three times a year by a JP and a physician. These were called the Commissioners in Lunacy. 

Fourteen private asylums existed in Hull and East Yorkshire in the 19
th
 century but most only existed for around 20 years. Some housed only private patients but others admitted paupers paid 

for by the parish. 

De La Pole 

Building began at this large hospital in 1881 on land acquired by Hull Corporation from the 

Charterhouse. It was designed by the Hull firm of Smith and Broderick at an original cost of 

£60,000. The overall plan was for a courtyard with female wards and the laundry on the east 

side and male wards, workshops and the boiler room on the west. To the north was the main 

entrance with stores, kitchens and a dining hall. A chapel, also designed by Smith and 

Broderick, was added in 1885 with a layout that ensured that male and female residents did 

not mix. 

The site was so large that from a distance it resembled a small town and it became almost 

entirely self-sufficient with its own farm on 

Low Rd to provide fresh produce, a gas works 

and a large water tower which was a local 

landmark until its demolition in 1921. The 

female residents worked in the laundry and 

kitchen, the men in the workshops and boiler 

room. 

Such a large complex required huge amounts 

of coal to fuel the boiler and gas works. This 

resulted in the building of a station at Willerby 

in 1885 on the Hull and Barnsley line to bring 

in coal from West Yorkshire. 

Further expansion continued with the building 

of a row of cottages for married attendants 

and later a nurses’ home was added in the 

1920s and further buildings in the 1930s. 

Moor Cottage Nunkeeling 

This was a private asylum opened in 1821 by John Beal 

and his wife Jane. Both had previously worked at an 

asylum in York owned by the Quakers. He also owned 

other property in the area and described himself as a 

“gentleman”. 

The patients were initially housed in a building adjacent to 

the farmhouse but in 1841 a new extension was built which 

allowed male and female patient to have separate day 

rooms and exercise yards. The female patients also had a 

water closet and 3 privies. Although the visiting 

commissioners occasionally reported problems with the drainage and the lack of heating, 

conditions were generally good. 

John Beal died in 1844 but although the asylum 

continued to be run by his son, Joseph, the number of 

patients gradually reduced from a peak of 29 in 1841 

to only 7. Consequently in 1851 the commissioners, C 

W Strickland and Richard Bethell, refused to renew the 

license and the asylum closed. 

 

Due to its remote location the asylum attracted many 

stories. 

A ghost was reputed to walk from the church to the house 

and two men were reported to emerge from a tunnel in the 

yard. However these stories have a more practical 

explanation. In October 1823 the premises were found to 

have been used by smugglers, though there is no evidence 

that John Beal was involved. Thirty three casks were found 

containing 976 gallons of gin, 250 lbs of tea and 720 lbs of 

tobacco. 

The church at Nunkeeling Priory, over 1 km 

away, said to be connected by a tunnel. 

Moor Cottage in 2018. 

Attendants cottages, De La Pole, now private houses 

Some of the patients were allowed out and 

would wander around Willerby but there 

were few reports of problems and they were 

all easily recognisable by their uniform of 

rough khaki material and heavy black boots. 

Every Christmas a large ball was held, 

organised by the staff. 

During WW2 a large bomb fell in the 

grounds but fortunately it did not cause any 

damage. It was believed to have been 

intended for Springhead Waterworks where 

it would have caused major damage to 

Hull’s water supply. 

East Lodge of De La Pole Hospital, now a private house 

The hospital had several names during its existence. It was originally called the Hull 

Borough Asylum, then Hull Mental Hospital and later Willerby Mental Hospital before finally 

becoming De La Pole Hospital. This name refers to Michael De La Pole, Earl of Suffolk who 

was given permission by Edward III to 

establish a hospital for 26 poor men and 

women in Hull in 1394. 

By the 1990s large mental institutions were 

starting to close as it was deemed better to 

care for people in the community. Most of the 

buildings on the main site were demolished 

and the area became Willerby Hill Business 

Park. The cottages and the two entrance 

lodges were sold and became private houses 

and the chapel is now East Riding 

Crematorium. 

The chapel of De La Pole Hospital, now East Riding 

Crematorium 

Treatments 

Electro-convulsive therapy 

Electro-convulsive therapy machines 

were used to transmit electric currents to 

the brain in timed pulses, which caused 

a massive convulsion or seizure. It was 

thought in this way that it was possible to 

‘shock’ a patient out of a severe mental 

disorder.  

Electro-convulsive therapy was used at 

Broadgate Hospital and the De la Pole 

Hospital in Willerby, which involved 

placing electrodes on the temples of the 

patient’s head. The therapy was 

considered controversial, but was sometimes used in the treatment of severe depression.  

The Tranquilizing Chair 

This chair was used in the treatment of the insane. The belief at 

the time was that ‘madness’ was an arterial disease, an 

inflammation of the brain. The chair was supposed to control the 

flow of blood toward the brain to reduce motor activity and the 

force and frequency of the pulse. The ‘tranquillizing chair’ 

actually did neither harm nor good. 



Mental Hospitals continued 
Broadgate Hospital  

The East Riding County Asylum was built in 1871 on the site of Broadgate Farm, Walkington, East Yorkshire. The land, which was 

purchased in 1865 for £26,000, was just over 412 acres. The asylum was built on 62 acres, with the remaining acres being sold for 

£25,100, which recovered most of the original cost of the land. It was completed at a cost of £43,085 16s 7d, and when opened, 105 

patients were transferred there from the Clifton Asylum in York.  

The first group of patients admitted to the new asylum in 1871 were greeted with a brass band playing. Each patient had an area of 1,000 

cubic feet in the dormitories. The beds were made of birch with canvas bottoms and furnished with a hair mattress.  Four blankets were 

given to each patient, one to put below them and three as coverings. They had a woollen rug and each bed had a box for clothes and other 

items. The dormitories were lit by gas lamps, and altogether there were ten baths installed.  

By 1872, 73% of the men and 75% of the women patients were in useful employment in the garden, in the bricklayer’s shop, painter’s shop, 

blacksmith shop, bakehouse and cleaning wards. 

Aerial view of Broadgate Hospital, Walkington 

Staff 

The Medical Superintendent at Broadgate was confirmed as Dr. N.G. Mercer; the Matron 

was Miss Mary Harrison and Mr. W. H. Mitchell was the Chief Attendant.   

These officers’ salaries were: 

Medical Superintendent: £600 per annum, with furnished house, which was known as 

‘Comiston House’, coal, gas, garden and vegetables, cost price meat and spirits. 

Matron: £50 per annum, plus furnished accommodation, laundry, board and uniform. 

Chief Attendant: £50 per annum plus furnished apartment, board, laundry and uniform.  

Matron Miss Theakston with staff and patients (seen on the 

left), which was an unusual occurrence. 

Miss Theakston and staff in July 1917. 

Provisions 

The daily provisions per patient per week consisted of, 

Breakfast:         Bread 6oz 

                         Butter ½ oz 

                         Coffee 1 pint containing ¼ oz of coffee 

Dinner:              Soup on Monday and Friday 

                          Bread 3oz per day except Wednesday 

                          Potatoes 12 oz when soup not served  

                          Milk or suet pudding 8oz when soup served 

                          Beef 5oz on Sunday and Thursday  

                          Bacon 4oz boiled on Tuesday  

                          Meat pie 3½ oz on Wednesday 

                          Irish stew 4oz meat on Saturday  

 Tea daily:          Bread 6oz 

                          Butter ½ oz   

                          Tea 1 pint containing an 1/8 oz of tea. 

Beer was divided to patients in half pint amounts on Sundays, 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Nurses 

Broadgate nurses’ uniforms at various times, including (right) Lily Gilson, 1935. 

Latter days 

The Mental Health Act in 1959 marked a 

new beginning for psychiatric hospitals. At 

Broadgate, the doors of the hospital and 

wards became unlocked, the padded 

rooms were dismantled and unrestricted 

visiting was introduced. This meant more 

freedom for patients and their relatives. 

Relatives of patients were pleasantly 

surprised when they visited. The place was 

attractive with lovely gardens that made a 

pleasing outlook. The building had been 

given a more modern and less foreboding appearance, with the internal and external having 

been painted in bright colours. There was now modern furniture and the concrete floors had 

been replaced with lino tiles. 

The last patients left Broadgate Hospital on the 12
th
 April 1989. 

Broadgate hospital (Guildhall collection). 

Memorial 

There is a memorial in the Queensgate 

cemetery at Beverley to 935 paupers from 

Broadgate Hospital who had been buried in 

unmarked graves there from 1911 to 1980. The 

patients had been unclaimed by their families 

and did not receive a proper funeral, 

sometimes not even being buried in a coffin. 

East Riding Council installed the memorial and 

had trees’ planted and an information board 

showing where the paupers’ graves are 

situated.  

Mr. Owen was chief attendant. He is 

seen here at the snooker table with 

colleagues and a patient. Mr. Owen 

retired in October 1918 at the age of 72. 

In October 1971 a centenary plaque was 

presented to Mr. M. Burgess, chairman of 

Broadgate Hospital Sub-committee by Mr. 

Barton, chairman of E.R.H.M.C. 

During demolition 



Profile of Miss Alicia Maria Lloyd 

The Lloyd Cottage Hospital in Bridlington 

In 1868 an editorial appeared in the Bridlington Free Press, 

which stated that a Lady who was deeply interested in the 

welfare of the town had offered a large sum of money for the 

purpose of establishing a dispensary. The Lady mentioned was 

Miss Alicia Maria Lloyd, daughter of John Lloyd of Stockton 

Hall, York. She had inherited property on the death of her uncle 

Yarburgh Yarburgh. He had been Yarburgh Greame but had 

changed his surname to Yarburgh as a condition of an 

inheritance. The Greame family built Sewerby Hall in the 18th 

century. 

Miss Alicia wished to endow a memorial to her mother, also 

Alicia Maria neé Greame. Miss Lloyd gave £1,200 to found a 

dispensary to benefit ‘the industrious and deserving poor’, and 

with the help of her brother, the reverend Yarburgh Lloyd-

Greame, the hospital came into being. (Rev. Yarburgh Gamaliel Lloyd added Greame to his 

name, by Act of Parliament in 1867, on inheriting Sewerby.) 

Yarburgh Lloyd-Greame would become the presiding Chairman for twenty-two years at the 

Lloyd hospital.  

A suitable building was found on Quay Road, Bridlington with the rent being £9 a year, but 

was eventually purchased for £120. 

The house was furnished and the first operation was carried out on the 15
th
 August 1868, 

when Mr. Mann a surgeon from Bridlington Quay, removed a cancerous tumour from the 

face of Arthur Myles, a fisherman, without chloroform. Another operation was on a boy who 

had lost the use of his elbow joint because of a burn some years before. His arm was 

permanently doubled up on itself and had become useless. Under chloroform, the limb was 

forcibly brought into the straight position, which was a successful result. 

The idea of a free dispensary was not initially acceptable to everyone as it was thought that 

doctors could be called upon to treat freely at the dispensary those that had not paid their 

bills at the surgeries. Extra funds were generated for the hospital through charity balls, 

bazaars, church collections and garden parties. 

In 1875 the architects Smith and Broderick from Hull 

accepted plans for a purpose built new hospital. An 

extra plot of land was bought on the other side of 

Medina Avenue Bridlington, and the new hospital was 

built and opened in April 1876; the final cost being 

£2,200, which included the furnishings and 15 beds.  

Map showing hospital buildings on both sides of 

Medina Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. David Holtby of Rudston provided a complete 

and up to date X-ray plant in 1918, which was greatly valued 

by the Lloyd hospital. The previous X-ray installation was 

primitive and dangerous; the high-tension wires of the 

machines had been naked and glowed in the dark.  

By the end of 1918 the hospital had a good theatre and a 

good sterilizer, but did not have many surgical instruments. 

The surgeons provided their own instruments when needed 

for surgery. 

With only a rudimentary ambulance service available, it 

became very difficult to get ill people transported to the 

hospital.  

X-ray department at Lloyd Hospital 

Above left: The casualty department Lloyd Hospital. 

Above right: The operating theatre at Lloyd Hospital in 1968. 

Left: The women’s ward at Lloyd Hospital 1968. 

St Anne’s Convalescent Home, Bridlington 

This was constructed in the 1870’s on Flamborough Rd and was the idea of Captain Edward 

Barnes who had also funded the building of the nearby St Anne’s church.  

Money was raised by public subscription and work began in 1875 on what became the 

largest building in Bridlington since the building of the priory in 1113. The main elevation was 

150 feet long built of red brick with coloured arches and the roof was made of blue slate with 

red ridge tiles. It opened on 1
st
 July 1876 with 82 beds and had cost £3800. An article in 

“The Architect” of 20
th
 July 1876 stated that a further £2000 was needed and when 

completed there would be 150 beds. 

In 1939 all the patients were sent home as it 

was planned to use the facilities to house war 

casualties. However, for the next twelve 

months it housed the elderly and infirm until in 

1940 it was badly damaged by bombing. The 

patients were moved out and the building 

remained derelict until the 1960s when the St 

Anne’s Charity trustees built 20 almshouses 

on the site. 

The 'con home' eventually became the Hull and East Riding 

Hospital. With the coming of the health service in 1948 things 

began to change for the home. By 1974 there was a 9-bed GP 

maternity ward and the convalescent home was renamed the 

Withernsea Hospital. Also in the seventies it was converted to a 

96 bed general hospital, the building was eventually demolished 

soon after the new Withernsea Community Hospital was opened 

on nearby land in 1998. 

Withernsea Convalescent Home 

The Queen’s Hotel in Withernsea was next to the 

railway line and built by the North Eastern Railway 

in 1855. This coincided with the railway boom that 

started in 1854, as a rail line to Withernsea was 

built, bringing visitors as never seen before. It was 

sold to the Local Improvement Company in 1881. 

The company went into liquidation and the hotel 

was finally closed in1892. 

The Hull philanthropists Francis and James Reckitt 

bought the building, they gave it to Hull Royal Infirmary 

and it opened up as a convalescent home in 1893. It was 

known as the 'con home' and was not just restricted to 

former patients to the Infirmary but open to all. In 1902 a 

small 30 bed Tuberculosis Sanatorium was added - the 

sea air was purported to be good for the TB patients - this 

was converted for convalescent use in 1923. 

Florence Mary Scott Cavell (1867-1950) was the sister of 

Edith Cavell who was executed as an alleged spy by the 

Germans in 1915. She was the matron at the home from 

1913 to 1945 and lived at 227b Queen Street. She died 

in 1950 and is buried in the graveyard of Saint Nicholas 

Church, Withernsea. She was much respected by both 

patients and staff. It is said that every evening she made 

her rounds carrying a lamp just as Florence Nightingale 

used to do. Florence Mary Scott Cavell 

St. Nicholas’ Church, Withernsea. 

Last resting place of Florence Cavell. 

The Yorkshire Foresters’ Home 

The Yorkshire Foresters’ Orphanage & Convalescent Home was founded by the Ancient 

Order of Foresters Friendly Society. In 1885 a meeting of Foresters delegates in Wakefield 

agree to pursue the charitable idea of starting an orphanage. 

By 1897 the Order had paid £175 for 

a plot of land in St. John’s Avenue, 

Bridlington, on which the orphanage 

would be built. The scheme was 

extended to provide a convalescent 

home for members of the Order. The 

building was opened on Saturday 16
th
 

September 1899 by the MP for East 

Hull, Mr J.T. Firbank. 

Children were taken in between the ages of 6 and 12 years and left when they were 14. 

After a varied history (see Wartime Hospitals panel) the building is now the Forester’s Lodge 

Care Home. 

Legend over the door of the Foresters’ Lodge Care Home. 

East Coast Hospitals 



Wartime Hospitals 

The Great War 

During World War I private Auxiliary Hospitals were set up by the British Red Cross and the Order of St John of Jerusalem. They were housed in various buildings ranging from schools to 

private houses and were largely staffed by volunteers from the local area. Most of the patients were servicemen requiring a period of convalescence following treatment in regular hospitals and 

they were popular because they were less crowded and strict and were often situated in better surroundings. 

Six of these hospitals were run by the Red Cross in East Yorkshire: Hornsea VAD hospital, Welton Convalescent Hospital, Beverley Auxiliary Hospital, Wold House in Nafferton and the VAD 

Auxiliary Hospital based in the Foresters Orphanage in Bridlington. 

Voluntary Aid Detachments – usually abbreviated to VAD. The volunteers were trained in first aid, home nursing and hygiene by qualified medical staff. They had to pass exams and received 

certificates before they were allowed to work. Many famous women such as Agatha Christie and Vera Brittain served as VAD nurses both in Britain and abroad.  

Bridlington Voluntary Aid Detachment 

The Bridlington VAD was housed in the Foresters’ 

Orphanage and Convalescent Home in St. John’s Street 

Bridlington. Among those recorded as having treatment 

there were soldiers in the East Riding Yeomanry. Private 

Frederick Phillips was admitted in January to March 1918 

with “several attacks of acute pain” (heart related). 

Private George William Robinson was treated in April-

May 1917 for epileptic fits. 

A group of East Riding Yeomanry soldiers 

(ERYC Museums collection) 

Foresters’ Lodge Care Home latterly the Bridlington VAD 

Wold House, Nafferton, a Great War VAD 

Second World War 

In 1939 all local hospitals were brought under government control as part of the preparations 

for war and were classified either as receiving hospitals or base hospitals. Most of the 

hospitals in Hull were receiving hospitals used for the initial treatment of causalities and 

base hospitals were established in the East Riding where patients would be protected from 

further air raids. These were at Beverley, Driffield, Sutton and Cottingham. 

At Cottingham two Nissen huts were built giving a 

total of 60 beds. After the war they were used as a 

smallpox unit and then later housed the upholstery 

department before finally being demolished I in the 

early 1990s.  

Nissen huts which formed the Base Hospital at Castle 

Hill, Cottingham 

Sewerby Sick Bay 

Like many large private houses Sewerby 

Hall was used as a hospital during WW2. It 

had been bought by Bridlington Corporation 

in 1934 to be used for the benefit of the 

local community. 

At a special meeting of the Sewerby Estate 

Committee held on 30
th
 July 1941 it was 

recorded that: “The Hall has been taken 

over by the RAF Authorities and certain 

structural alterations are being carried out 

to enable the premises to be used as an 

RAF hospital with accommodation for 80 

beds”. RAF staff and nurses at Sewerby Hall (Sewerby collection) 

Driffield Base Hospital 

Driffield Base Hospital was built on land which had 

been the kitchen gardens of the Poor Law Institution or 

workhouse which had been built in 1868. The hospital 

consisted of ten 30-bedded wards. Catering for doctors, 

nurses and hospital staff was in an extension of the 

workhouse kitchen. Alternative arrangements had been 

made for the remaining inmates. 

The buildings were mostly built of wood. Extra water supplies for use in the event of fire or 

incendiary bombs was provided by tanks in the old piggeries. 

In October 1944 there were four wards for German prisoners. There were German orderlies 

on each ward and guards on duty outside the hospital. The number of wards for German 

prisoners reached a maximum of eight but by February 1946 it was down to two. Many 

Italian prisoners were also sent to Driffield Base Hospital. Because of its proximity to the 

airfields it acquired a reputation for treating burns victims.  

In January 1947 a Polish doctor Dr. Karvatkowski, who was shot by the Germans, pretended 

to be dead and survived ended up working at the hospital.  

The facility continued after the war as the County Hospital, Driffield, until it was amalgamated 

into the NHS in 1948 when its name changed to East Riding County Hospital. It was closed 

in 1990 and demolished 2 years later. 

George Snell 

George Snell and his brother Claude were 

Cornishmen, from North Hill, on the edge of 

Bodmin Moor, near Launceston. They both 

fought in the Great War. George had joined 

the Royal Navy on 13
th
 May 1907 – two days 

before his fifteenth birthday; in the 1911 

census he is shown as being an Able Bodied 

Seaman at Devonport, Plymouth.  

 

In April 1917 George was posted to Royal Naval Air Service 

Howden which was an airship station near York. The station 

covered the east coast and the Humber to protect shipping 

from U-boat attacks. 

George’s final days were spent at Wold House, an auxiliary 

Red Cross Hospital near Driffield. Auxiliary hospitals were 

attached to Central Military Hospitals, which looked after 

patients who remained under military control. The 

convalescent patients at these hospitals were generally less ill 

or less seriously wounded than those at other hospitals. 

However George died from influenza and double pneumonia 

on 18th November 1918, one week after the armistice was 

declared. He was buried in the Nafferton All Saints New 

Churchyard where his gravestone shows him as a member of 

the newly formed RAF. 

The influenza pandemic of 1918, known as Spanish Flu, was a 

devastating infection involving the H1N1 virus. The deadly “second wave” in November 1918 

was the worst time for deaths from flu in the United Kingdom reaching 25 deaths per week 

per 1000 persons. Unusually for flu outbreaks this one killed mostly young adults with a 

peak at those in their late twenties. Most deaths resulted from subsequent pneumonia. 

Grave of George Snell, Nafferton 

Wold House Voluntary Aid Detachment 

Wold House VAD was opened as a convalescent home at 

the start of the Great War and closed in 1919. It was staffed 

by Red Cross volunteers. 

Exhibition produced by the Skidby Mill Volunteer Team 



Cottage Hospitals and Fever Hospitals 
Hornsea Cottage Hospital 

Hornsea is a small quiet seaside town on 

the east coast with a population of about 

8000. The original concept of a cottage 

hospital was a small rural building with a few 

beds, the advantages of this was that it 

avoided long journeys to urban hospitals 

where the patients would be unknown to the 

staff and community. In a cottage hospital 

the patients' own doctor would be able to 

oversee their treatment and the patient 

would be in familiar surroundings. 

Hornsea War Memorial Hospital opened in 1923 in Eastgate. The land to build it on was 

given by a benefactor and it was paid for by voluntary donation. It had 8 beds and in 1983 

another 22 beds were added. 

The foundation stone was laid on October 19
th
 1992. The ceremony was unusual in that it 

was done according to rituals of Freemasonry. The stone laying was performed by The 

Deputy Provincial Grand Master of the North and East Riding of Yorkshire, Lieutenant 

Colonel Miles J. Stapylton. As the name of the hospital indicates the building was by way of 

a war memorial and the dedication reads; "To the glory of God and in memory of the men of 

Hornsea and District who fell in the Great War, 1914-1918”. 

The last in-patient beds were in use in 2012 when the East Riding Community Hospital in 

Beverley opened. Hornsea Hospital was refitted to serve the local population in the area as 

a Community Hospital. The minor injuries unit (MIU) was, amidst much controversy, closed 

in April 2018 and patients will now have to travel to the nearest centre, which is Beverley. 

However the Hornsea Cottage Hospital League of Friends are trying to set up a venue in 

Hornsea so that those trained in first aid and administration will be able to treat patients for 

minor injuries in Hornsea.  

There is a delightful short black and white silent film of the laying of the foundation stone by 

members of the Masonic Lodge, originally produced by British Pathé. It can be seen on: 

YouTube : warmemorialhospital(l922) and also the British Pathé website. 

Alfred Bean Hospital, Driffield 

A Cottage Hospital for the working classes in 

Driffield was begun in 1867 by a committee of 

ladies including Miss Mary Sykes of Sledmere 

and Mrs Reynard of Driffield but by the end of 

the 1920's the town was in need of a new 

hospital and subscriptions were requested in 

the town. Alfred Bean was a major benefactor, who was also interested in the design. Due to 

this, it was decided to give the hospital his name as the main benefactor, when it was built in 

l931 on the eastern part of the Union Workhouse (built 1867/68) land although many other 

local businesses and individuals had contributed to the building. Over the next few years 

other facilities and services were added to the original building, which appeared to have 

been 2 single storey l0 bedded wards, an operating theatre and administration area in the 

central two storey block. 

In 1948, despite having always been paid for by the local community The Alfred Bean was 

'taken over' by the NHS and was run was part of the East Riding General Hospital, with its 

close neighbour, the County Hospital, Driffield. When the East Riding General Hospital was 

closed down in 1988 most of the 

services transferred to the new 

Bridlington & District Services whilst the 

remaining services in Driffield 

transferred to the refurbished and 

extended Alfred Bean Hospital and the 

term ERGH ceased to apply. 

Alfred Bean Hospital, 2018 

Alfred William Bean 

Born in Aberford, near Leeds on 14 October 1860, the son of 

a draper, grocer and druggist, Bean had five siblings. By 1881 

he had moved to Doncaster as an apprentice draper to learn 

the trade in a business other than his father's. 

In 1886 he was living in Singapore, then known as "the Straits 

Settlement” and working as a travelling sales man across the 

Malay Archipelago, selling fabric to customers such as the 

Sultan of Johore.  

He returned to England to marry Elizabeth Copsey Withers  

Whilst a resident in Singapore he became an entrepreneur, 

investor and commissioner and both he and his wife were 

involved with Y.M.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A. Bean ran various 

companies; he was a member of the Singapore Cricket and 

Golf Clubs and was elected as a member of the Royal Photographic Society, with several of 

his photographs in the National Archives Asian Collection. In 1906 he was elected to the 

Royal Society of Arts. 

He retired in 1920 and the couple returned to the UK and bought 'Highfield' in Driffield, with 

grounds extending to 34 acres, where he began his philanthropic work, including allowing 

churches to hold garden fetes in the grounds of his home. Between 1925 and 1929 he was 

a J.P. for Driffield and was also involved in local organisations including the scouting 

movement and being chairman of Driffield Conservative club. 

On 14 November 1931 the new hospital, paid entirely by 

a gift of money from Alfred Bean was named by the Lord 

Lieutenant of the East Riding of Yorkshire, the Rt. Hon 

Lord Deramore. 

On7th February l933 Alfred's wife, Elsie Bean died, 

aged 86 and on 25 June 1944, aged 93 Alfred died from 

heart failure and they are buried in Driffield Cemetery, 

just a short distance from Alfred Bean Hospital. 

Castle Hill Hospital 

In 1911 Hull Corporation bought the site 

of the former Cottingham Castle, a 101.5 

acre site, once the home of Thomas 

Thompson whose grand house had been 

destroyed by a fire in 1861. At that time 

the land was well outside the urban area 

of Hull on the edge of the Wolds and was 

thus considered an ideal site for a new 

infectious diseases hospital.  

Infectious diseases included not just TB and cholera but also many childhood illnesses such 

as measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria and whooping cough which are much rarer today 

thanks to vaccination. 

The first buildings to be constructed were a TB sanatorium in 1916, followed by a maternity 

home in 1924 and an infectious diseases hospital in 1929. The Sanatorium initially consisted 

of 3 blocks, a nurses’ home, dining room, laundry and mortuary. As some patients would 

spend many months there a recreation hall and school were later added. The main entrance 

had a porter’s lodge and large castellated gateway which remained standing until 1968. 

Work began on the infectious diseases hospital in 1921 but the first block had to be used as 

a maternity hospital when the Hull Municipal Maternity Home was forced to close 

unexpectedly. This remained in use for 6 years until the Hedon Rd maternity hospital was 

built in 1929. Work on the infectious diseases hospital was therefore not completed until that 

date. The building had accommodation for 112 patients as well as an administration block, 

laundry, mortuary and other ancillary buildings. The original wards were to the west of the 

present Gate 2 but have now been demolished. 

When the NHS was created in 1948 all the buildings on the site were united under the name 

of Castle Hill Hospital and most of the links with Hull hospitals were broken. Since then the 

hospital has expanded to become a general hospital with many services being transferred 

there from other sites in Hull and new specialities being added. 

Driffield Isolation Hospital 

Driffield Isolation Hospital, also known as the Fever Hospital, is in Long Lane, Driffield. The 

picture on the left shows it as it was in around 1900. Today is it the Northfield Manor Care 

Home (right). 

Today Hornsea’s war memorial is in gardens on Railway Street 


