Beastly Beverley

DISCOVER THE DARKER SIDE OF BEVERLEY’S HISTORY!
Follow the North Trail from Norfolk Street to Dyer Lane
Think about the questions at each of the numbered locations, then turn to the
answers to see if you were right.
The Beastly Beverley trails are produced by the Beverley Guildhall (open every Friday from 10am to 4pm)
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THESE ARE THE QUESTIONS
To the right of the police
station is an octagonal building
left over from the old prison.
The ‘turnkey’ lived here. What
was his job? Robert Peddie was
sentenced to hard labour in the
prison in the 1840s. What was
hard labour?
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A woman was nearly
drowned outside North
Bar. There was a large pool of
water near the Rose and
Crown, where the road is
today. How was the pool
used? Why were people
punished like this?

3
7

Go up Tiger Lane. 150
years ago it would stink.
There were no flush toilets,
only privies. What was a privy?
Would you want to use it?
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Look for the Tiger Inn. It
was the long white
building between Tiger
Lane and Vicar Lane. At
first floor level there is a
white disk with a number
on it and a picture of the
sun. What did that tell
people?

Why would stage
coaches have stopped
here (Beverley Arms)?
What was the cellar
used for during World
War 2?

Do buses still go
through the Bar?
Imagine driving a
car through at
night, without
lights!
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Could you have got a
drink of water here?
Why did people have to
collect water? Would
everyone in Beverley
come here for water?
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Look at the west end of the church
(nearest you). What would have
been put in one of the towers to
guide travellers? The ground
around St Mary’s is higher than
the church floor. How might this
have happened?

11

Find out when the
North Bar was built.
How much did it cost?
Why do you think it
was built? Think about
the gate. When would it
have been shut? What
fitted into the groove
inside the gateway?
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Find a metal
building in the
Sessions House
garden. What was
it used for?
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Can you see a statue on top
of a building? What does
the statue tell us about the
building? In 1817 William
Carr was sentenced for
poaching. Guess his
sentence!

Walk down Hengate.
Find a plaque on the
church wall. How did
two men die?
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The Secret Army! Find a
doorway partly set into the
ground near the White
Horse pub. What might
Sergeant Charles Sykes
have used this room for
during World War 2?
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Go to Norwood House. Find
metal rings on the gate
posts. What might they have
been used for?
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On your way back to
Saturday Market go
down Ladygate from
Hengate. Find Sylvester
Lane and look along it.
What might have gone
on down here?

Go to the corner of Ladygate and Sow Hill.
An ice cream parlour now stands on the
site of the Globe Inn. Why might an
elephant be in the Globe Inn? The Globe
Inn also sold animals. The street name
tells you what type of animals.
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Butterdings. Look for a long row of
shops that face the Market Cross. At
one time you might have taken
rotten fruit to throw at a butcher in
the pillory. What was a ‘pillory’?
Stocks were also kept here. How
were they used? Why might people
be put in the stocks or pillory?

Find the old gas lamp at
the top of Saturday
Market. Who made it?
How did they light the
streets before gas?
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Dive for cover! Enemy
attack! Find the
NatWest bank. Near
the burglar alarm there
are some marks in the
stone. What might
have caused them?
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Are you going to Beverley
for a bath tonight? Find the
entrance to the baths.
When might they have
been built? Does this date
surprise you? There were
‘slipper baths’ too. Who
would use these and why?

Find a large red brick
building. When was it
built? What was it used
for? What is it now?
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Find the street sign.
What does it tell you
about the type of work
that took place here?
Clue: look at the spelling
of the name.
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HERE ARE THE ANSWERS

1

A treadmill (not
Beverley but similar)

3 A cast iron urinal

The town prison opened in 1810 with
22 cells. The turnkey’s job was to look
after the prisoners. Robert Peddie’s
sentence of hard labour involved
walking 12,000 steps on a treadmill (a
large cylinder with steps on the
outside and a rail they could hold to
stop themselves falling). Peddie
described the effects as giddiness,
nausea, hot sweats and headaches.

This was a cast iron urinal, made in
Birmingham in the late 19th
century. The earliest public urinal
was at the side of the Corn
Exchange, built after complaints
that cattlemen and others were
using the street as a toilet.

North Bar was built in 1409-10 and
cost just over £96 (old money) to
build. It was used as a defence,
particularly during the Wars of the
Roses (1455-1485). Beverley never
had walls, only bars and a ditch.
The gate was shut at night or in
Groove for a portcullis
times of threat. The large slit inside
under the Bar
the groove would have held a
portcullis. People threw rubbish, toilet waste and waste
meat into the ditch, and horses were washed in it. It was
not filled in until 1867 and probably stank!
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Beverley Bar Bus
6 Agoing
through the Bar

Beverley was the only town in the
country to have special buses with
curved roofs to fit through the Bar.
During World War 2 they still had to
go through even during blackouts. It
was a tight fit! Several buses hit the
Bar so a light was installed pointing
downwards. Children often sat on
the top floor and rocked the bus
from side to side as it went through!
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Figure of Justice, the old
dock still inside the spa, and
manacles under the pediment

The statue is the Figure of Justice on the roof
of the Sessions House, which was built in 1810
and used as a courthouse for serious crimes in
the East Riding (the most serious crimes, such
as murder, were tried at the Assizes at York).
In 1817 William Carr was convicted of
poaching and transported to Australia for 7
years. Do you think this was a bit harsh?

A cuckstool or
ducking stool was a
common punishment
for nagging women.
They were strapped
into the stool and
A cuckstool or
ducked three times,
ducking stool
totally submerged
each time. Beverley’s
cuckstool was put there in 1379 and removed
in the mid 18th century. How would you feel if
you were treated in this way?
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A privy

There were several privies for the people living
or working in the lane. Privies were wooden or
brick-built huts. The lavatory seat was a
wooden slat with a hole to sit over. Some
families had two holes of different sizes to make
it easier for children. A privy was kept fresh by
sprinkling ash or sawdust after each visit.
Farmers were paid 5 shillings to empty the pits
and used the waste on their fields.
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Yard gate hinge and insurance sign

The row of shops was once a coaching
inn, called the Tiger Inn. The remains of
the yard gate hinges can be seen on the
wall. The white disc is a fire insurance
sign on the front wall of the building. A
fire brigade was formed in 1861.
Firemen were paid in part by the
corporation but mainly by the people
who called them out and by insurance companies. If you were
not insured by that particular company you could be left to
burn. The sun sign shows who insured the Tiger Inn.
You could get a drink from the
water pump that was here. This
one was provided by the
corporation but others were
privately owned. Once there were
over 900 pumps from which
A water pump as
people collected their water in
Beverley’s might
buckets. In 1849 ten people died in
once have been.
the workhouse in Minster
Moorgate due to poor water quality. In 1912 only half the
houses in Beverley had mains water. By 1934 about half the
houses had water closets (flushing toilets). By 1954 nearly
every house had a water closet.
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In late 1689 a large number of
Danish mercenaries (paid soldiers)
were in Beverley. They had been
recruited by William III for his war
in Ireland. Two of them argued and
one was killed (Daniel Straker); the
other (Johannes Bellow) was
executed with his own sword in
The plaque
Saturday Market. A cartload of
sand was used to soak up the blood after the execution!
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The wide street of Norwood
was a cattle and sheep market
from 1731 to 1864. Wooden
bars were put through the rings
in front of Norwood House to
stop the animals getting into
the gardens during the sales. In
The rings on the
gate posts
1785 posts and rails were set up
at the east end of Norwood; in
1808 and later the ‘stone pillars’ there marked the limit for
selling animals.
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Stage coaches stopped
at the Beverley Arms to
collect passengers,
change horses and take
a rest and meals. Other
people also stabled
horses here, including
In the cellar today
John Palmer (also
known as Dick Turpin!)
the most famous highwayman in England in the
early 18th century. The cellar was the air raid
shelter for people staying at the Beverley Arms
during World War Two.
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A lantern was hung in the
tower to guide travellers
towards Beverley. Roads
were very bad; there
were no road signs and no
street lamps. The height
The difference in
of the land around St
ground levels in the
Mary’s rose as more and
churchyard.
more people were buried
in the cemetery. The soil built up against the walls of
the church and caused water to drain into the
church, flooding the floor. To stop this, a six foot
wide trench was dug all the way around the church.
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When Winston
Churchill believed that
Germany might invade
Britain he set up a
secret army whose job
was to attack the
Members of Beverley’s Germans and blow up
secret army training
supply dumps. Arden’s
in a quarry
Vaults was where the
Beverley South Patrol met. Later they dug a
hideout in woods near Bentley. This was
discovered by two boys from Walkington School.
Their teacher asked them to write a letter to
someone abroad. One wrote about the hideout
and was going to post it to his Uncle Walt who
was in a German prisoner of war camp. Luckily
someone saw the letter and stopped it from being
posted!
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Sylvester Lane was notorious
in the 19th century. It was
close to several public
houses and was often the
scene of violent drunken
brawls. The night watchmen
were supposed to clear the
Sylvester Lane
lane but found it hard to do.
today
In 1851 there were also
several paupers living here including 66 year old
Hannah Musgrave and her 2 year old grandson. The
name ‘Sylvester’ came from ‘silver-less’.
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Gas lighting was brought to the town by John
Malam in 1824. Many of the lamps were made
locally by William Crosskill, whose iron foundry was
located east of Tesco and near the railway line. Some
of the lamp posts are still in use, but now lit by
electricity. Gas lights were lit between dusk and
11pm, by the local watchmen. Gradually gas spread to
private households and in 1855 the manager of the
gas works said that soon gas would be needed for
cooking as well as lighting. Before there were gas
lamps people used flaming torches of tar and paper.
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On October 27th 1940, during
World War 2, a German plane
flew low over North Bar and
machine-gunned the streets.
No-one was killed but two
people were shot in the feet.
NatWest Bank shows signs of
A bullet hole in St
Mary’s Church
bullets hitting the building. St
Mary’s Church also has a small
hole in one of the pews from the attack.
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These were the public baths
(now the rear of Brown’s). The
baths were built in 1886, three
years after piped water began to
be provided to homes in
Beverley, but most people could
still only get a bath at the public
An early slipper
baths. These were called ‘slipper
bath
baths’. The swimming baths
were later in the same building, but closed in 1973 when
Mill Lane baths were built. The baths were also used as a
decontamination centre in case of a gas attack in 1938.
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Circuses regularly came to
Beverley in the 19th
century. Many of the
travelling shows stabled
their animals in the Globe
Inn yard and Beverley Arms.
Bostock and Wombwell was
An elephant in the
Globe Inn doorway
one of these companies and
the picture shows one of
their elephants in the Inn doorway. ‘Sow’ refers to
female pigs which were sold in the back yard of the
Globe. The Inn also had a cockpit where people
gambled on the results of cock fights.
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A ‘place of confinement’,
locally called a ‘kidcote’
existed in the Dings from
about 1519. The stocks and
a pillory were kept here
until about 1761. Crowds
often threw rotten eggs,
A man in stocks
fruit and even bricks at
people in the stocks or
pillory. People could be put in the pillory (usually on
market day) for writing rude books or selling meat at
the wrong price, not attending church or drunkenness.
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The old Corn
Exchange

This was the Corn
Exchange, which was built
in 1886, and was where
local farmers sold their
cereal crops. From 1911 to
2003 it was used as a
cinema, the Picture
Playhouse, and now it is
Brown’s Department Store.

Dyeing cloth was part
of the clothing industry,
which was very
important in medieval
Beverley. The woollen
cloth had to be
cleaned. Urine, known
Dyeing in the 14th
as ‘wash’, was a source
century
of ammonium salts and
assisted in cleansing and whitening the cloth.
Excavations have confirmed that this was a
dyeing area.
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